
on Page 5 and 6
Instructor, Hunnar Gurukul Project

Carpentry course students from Hunnar Gurukul received
the opportunity to carve a unique type door and window
this month. The work experience did sharp their skills.
Students worked under guidance of instructor as well as
architect Amrita Naidu which boosted their confidence to
work on such structures in future. The construction
happened in workshops of Hunnar Gurukul (Uttur) and
the products were fixed on site at Pune.  

Mrs Aarti Kirloskar, Trustee, Kirloskar Foundation is
deeply rooted in the value of environment conservation.
Hunnar Gurukul also upholds the value of eco-friendly
construction practices. 

The newly constructed farmhouse of hers was in need of
some antique, old rural style entrance doors and windows.
Students and instructor Mr. Sunil Sutar from the carpentry
department utilized this opportunity and came out with a
beautiful output of the doors and windows with the help
of students.

Mr. Sunil Sutar and student Sushant Kumbhar went to the
farmhouse site and fixed these newly constructed antique
doors and windows. Architect Amrita Naidu coordinated
with them and appreciated the work. 

We thank Mrs. Aarti Kirloskar for availing the opportunity
for our students to showcase their hard work and
creativity.

The main motive of education is to bring about Holistic
development of students. Today, the education system is
trying their best to encourage them by updating the learning
process.

Students are smart and shows readiness to digest the
knowledge pieces. Today, we have the challenge to nudge
their ability in right direction. This will result into the diverse
talent rising from this generation. 

Instructors from Ugam and Skills on Wheels project nurture
this diverse talent time to time and bring about the best
from each of them.

'Star' Connect 

Inside
Ganesh Sutar

Udaan Shibir : An innovative approach for Learning in Pandemic

Creative Entrance Door and Window carved by Hunnar Gurukul Students
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Students from 12 Schools were
participated in Udaan Shibir in all 3
weeks.



Students at Hunnar Gurukul are always encouraged
to go beyond the conventional techniques and create
beautiful and useful stuff using available material. 

You can often see students here making things like
mobile stands or pen stands or some beautiful
prototype by observing the surroundings. You can
see a wooden prototype of an attractive Tractor with
exact and appropriate measurements below. 

Hunnar Gurukul is a place where you see the
appreciation and positive approach for out of the box
thinking.

Creating stuff from trash is the most innovative way to
reduce waste in the 21st century. Experimenting with
the available material to create useful stuff is always
encouraged in Hunnar Gurukul. 

Students from the carpentry department applied this
thought by collecting waste wooden material lying in
the workshop and created a nice and comfortable
wooden bench out of it. Students developed the vision
which plays an important role in the learning process..

Hunnar Gurukul is a place where students not only
acquire employability skills but adopt nature friendly
values which will help them in the long run.

Hunnar Gurukul always strives to give various skills
to the students which are Innovative and market
oriented. This time the carpentry department of the
Gurukul asked the students to create chairs.
Students used their learning from the joint work
sessions in this activity. The specialty of these
activities is that they are built without using a single
nail for the joint. We are very happy to see the
progress of carpentry course students here at
Hunnar Gurukul.

Wooden Bench from Trash at Hunnar Gurukul

Creativity of Hunnar Gurukul Students

Project Hunnar Gurukul

Mr Dinesh Kadam, a psychology graduate works for
social welfare. At present, he is working with
Sahyadri Devrai, an initiative by famous Filmstar
Sayaji Shinde for the conservation of forest land in
Maharashtra. 

He happened to visit Hunnar Gurukul this month. He
observed the Gurukul functioning and had long
conversations with the students. He also understood
the crux of the project that directly addresses the
issue of unemployment of many young adolescents
from economically weaker sections. Students from
this project are transformed into artisans after one
year of course and gained decent job opportunities. 

He assured us to help with the outreach of Hunnar
Gurukul's upcoming batch 2021-22. He also created
a small introductory video that will help people to
understand the Hunnar Gurukul and can reach to the
needy youth as well. We thank Mr. Dinesh Kadam
for his kind support.

'Valuable Work' by Mr. Dinesh Kadam

Chair Making using Joint Technique
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Mrs. Sheikh, Coordinator from Brilliant English
Medium School, Shirol, have been coordinating with
project Ugam of the organization for last 2 years. 

Generous co-operation from her during the project
work was very helpful. We did receive the timely
feedback on the activity which is helping us to
improve the sessions. 

Coordinator of a school is a person who is a catalyst
between the organization and the School. Mrs.
Shaikh's and all other coordinators' contribution
helped in organization of this Shibir.

There is innate need to upgrade one in such fast
pacing world. Cause To Connect Foundation organized
an online training program for the instructors from
Ugam and Skills on Wheels to upgrade their skills. 

The training program conducted by a Pune based
NGO, Lend A Hand India(LAHI). The team had the
challenge to deliver the sessions where most of the
session practical need physical presence and usage of
tools, 

After the 2 days' online training program, all 
 instructors started learning PowerPoint presentation,
creation of Google forms etc. to offer better learning
to the students. 

Instructors' Training program Conducted by
LAHI (Lend A Hand India)

Written response from students, instructors
and coordinators

Mrs. Shaikh, Coordinator of Brilliant School,
Shirol says. . .

The main motive of education is to bring about
holistic development of students. Today, the
education system is trying their best to encourage
them by updating the learning process for them.

Students are smart and shows readiness to digest
the knowledge pieces. Today, we have the
challenge to nudge their ability in right direction.
This will result into the diverse talent rising from
this generation. 

Instructors from Ugam and Skills on Wheels project
nurture this diverse talent time to time and bring
about the best from each of them. The result of this
is the written response from students, instructors
and coordinators and all others who were involved
in Udaan Shibir.

Project Ugam and Skills on Wheels
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 Schools under project skills on wheels and Ugam were
running using online facilities in the previous
educational year. Activities under these projects need
hands-on practical experience, but the team is doing
their best to make it work online using available
resources. In order to create such hands-on experience
a combined project called Udaan Shivir organized this
summer, May 2021. 

We organized the Shibir activities in such a way that
students can choose their activity related to the subject
from sessions. Students loved it and responded with
diverse creative and innovative activities. 21 days of
the Udaan Shibir was categorized into 4 schools
participating every week. 

Objectives of this Shibir tackled the challenge posed by
absence of live sessions at schools. It was the need of
the hour to provide activities that occupy students'
leisure and provide support to that mainstream
education curriculum. 

Udaan Shibir achieved both above objectives and
became a popular initiative among students this
summer.

Udaan Shibir : Celebration of Creativity

Udaan Shibir

Creative juices of students emerged during the
initiative. The submissions were prototypes of
various objects, bird feeders and various cuisines
presented in a professional way by the students
that help them to realize their inner potential. 

Students used the material around the locality and
created unimaginable objects and products which
were so inspiring for us. Most submitted products
and activities were based on local old material and
based on environment friendly principles. We are
delighted by the awareness of this new generation
towards environment conservation. We are happy
to see that, such initiative is contributing to such
systemic change.

All instructors supported every student with
queries and this resulted into building a strong
bond between them,  which will prosper the
'teacher Pupil relationship' between them next
year. 

Effectivity of Udaan Shibir 

School administration loved this innovative concept
of engaging the students in such hard times where
practical sessions were nearly impossible. They
provided logistics as well as support of coordinator  
to make this initiative happen. 

Principal, teachers loved the way students came up
with innovative activities. They praised team Ugam
and Skills on Wheels for their efforts to engage
students in such activity that nudge the thinking
process of students

Instructors had unique experience while organizing
this Shibir. They understood the shortcoming and
challenges that they can work on, to be a better
instructor in future.

School administration praised Udaan Shibir
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" A Journey from Trowel to Blackboard. "

The Life experiences shape our thoughts and
change our life forever. The passion to create the
best out of readiness to learn, work tirelessly on
students until they become perfect is the best
description of Ganesh Madhukar Sutar.

Ganesh belongs to Ghotawade village (Taluka
Radhanagari district, Kolhapur). He completed his
education till 11th (Arts Stream). He had to leave it
due to family issues. After 11th, he started assisting
his father in masonry work. Due to the financial
circumstances, he started learning carpentry as
well. This work carved his personality as a
disciplined and promising artisan in this field. He
gained almost 10+ years experience in both
carpentry and masonry field and started working as
masonry instructor in 2018 in the Hunnar Gurukul
project of Cause To Connect Foundation. (CTC).

Ganesh was very confident about the practical
application of masonry and carpentry work, but was
unaware about how to deliver these skills in the
form of lessons to the students at Hunnar Gurukul.
He was the first instructor of Gurukul for the batch
1 (2019). Being an introvert, he struggled with it in
his early teaching phase.

After joining Hunnar Gurukul, he was sent by the
organization to get trained from the 'Gurukul
School' at Bhuj, Gujarat (India). There he learnt the
ways and tricks to deliver the Masonry course
skills. He studied the curriculum wholeheartedly
and acquired the skills to shape the future artisans.
The training program at Bhuj really helped him to
not only be a better masonry artisan, but also as a
good masonry instructor as well.

He came back after the training program and
started teaching the course to the batch with new
enthusiasm and confidence. Gurukul does
accommodate students from diverse social and
economical strata learning together. Ganesh was a
master in building a brick wall, but teaching to build
a brick wall was a real challenge for him as he had
no idea about delivering skills in a classroom!
Everyday was a learning for him to best teacher.
But he never gave up and pushed his boundaries.

Instructor, Hunnar Gurukul Project
'Star' Connect - Ganesh Sutar
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Ganesh worked on himself and the curriculum to
make it contextual to the students. A unique
aspect of his teaching was 'emphasizing more on
practical than theory' and 'striving for excellent
output of students'. Over the last couple years, we
could see Ganesh transforming himself and
producing not only great artisans, but good human
beings as well.

Hunnar Gurukul organizes a variety of workshops
for students to make them learn different skills and
acquire knowledge like different types of Arch,
mud plaster which are eco friendly skill sets.
Ganesh is always a keen listener and quick adopter
of such new techniques. This helped Ganesh to
change his personality and he admits it as well. As
he always says, he used to look at masonry work as
an inferior profession, but Gurukul glamorized this
work and shifted it to the next level.

During the last three years, three batches from the
Gurukul carved successful artisans. But this road
was not smooth at all. As a part of the curriculum,
every student has to go through an internship after
intense training at Gurukul. The newness of such
internships for students used to result in students
coming back with an incomplete internship; but
Ganesh took this as a challenge and always worked
on their weakness until it got fixed. When such a
student establishes himself in the sector in future,
those were some joyous moments. Ganesh finds
his motivation to work more on next batches from
such moments.

Ganesh found his new identity while working with
Hunnar Gurukul. He gives his best to incorporate
the value of honesty and hard work in all students.
Ganesh is an excellent carpenter and Ironsmith. He
is good at welding, painting and plumbing as well.
He has passion to deliver the knowledge pieces to
the students that are resulting economically
independent artisans in the Masonry field today.

Instructor, Hunnar Gurukul Project
'Star' Connect - Ganesh Sutar
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" The Changes that Ganesh Sutar
has assimilated in himself are

commendable. "
Aniruddha Bansod, Founder, 
Cause To Connect Foundation

Aniruddha Bansod, Founder, 
Cause To Connect Foundation

" A Teacher is A Compass That Activates
The Magnets Of Curiosity, Knowledge &

Wisdom. "
 


